
Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary time 2017 

Reflection by Michael Bowden of Alice Springs 

What is justice about? I recently saw a couple of episodes of an SBS program called The Good 
Fight. It’s about civil law legal firms in Chicago. In the early episodes of this series it became 
pretty clear that the principal lawyers were concerned much less with justice than they were 
about dollars. They had become filthy rich on Justice! Whether their “clients” actually 
benefited from the result of their representation was irrespective to the motivation of the 
lawyers to become involved in the action. The gospel reading of today reminds me of this 
American legal approach. Those who complain to the Landowner are those who see justice in 
a different way from how God sees justice. This is summarised in the last line of the gospel 
which is “I am generous”. The Landowner’s attitude is God’s attitude. This week I included the 
Responsorial Psalm because clearly it reiterates this theme; “The Lord is full of kindness”. 
Doing Justice is about generosity, it’s about giving, it’s about going beyond what might be 
required by the law and looking for what is good for humankind. And if God is about justice, if 
God is about generosity, then of course we are called to live with the same generosity/justice. 

Two weeks ago a really wonderful woman, Mrs M Hayes, passed away in Alice Springs. I had 
known her for almost 30 years. She had lived, until recently moving to a nursing home, for 
more than 40 years on a Fringe Camp named “White Gate” or Irrkerlantye, in Alice Springs. 
She and her extended family lived in a group of tin sheds without power, without water, 
without sewerage for many years, until in about 1997 Tangentyere Council provided a water 
line from a nearby Town Camp. In 2014 this minimal water supply was turned off by the 
Northern Territory government and Mrs Hayes descendants, who continue to live in the 
Fringe Camp, are now denied running water. Water is now brought in weekly on a 
Tangentyere truck. This is 3 kilometres from the Post Office in Alice and 500 metres from the 
nearest water main! Mrs Hayes had been successful in a landmark Native Title determination, 
the first ever in an urban area in Australia. The Fringe Camp where she lived is on her Native 
Title Land, but she had no tenure and neither do her descendants to this day. Native Title, 
despite being called a title, offers no property right in Australian Law. It offers no land tenure, 
no financial benefit to the Native Title owner until/unless the title is “extinguished”, and then 
the owner is “entitled” to some compensation! But Mrs Hayes and her descendants do not 
want “extinguishment”, they want water and tenure. Australians are generous when 
emergencies arise in peoples’ welfare such as disaster appeals, but in ongoing issues of 
injustice in our communities, we seem to be numbed. The friends of Mrs Hayes and her 
descendants have been calling on the Northern Territory government for years and most 
recently the new Gunner Labor Government in a letter from Felicity Hayes, Mrs Hayes 
descendant, for over a year, to do Justice at Irrkerlantye (White Gate). They are still waiting 
for a generous/Just response. It’s pretty clear from the Psalm and the Gospel that God says 
that going by the letter of the law is not Just payment. The Arrernte were the first here, but 
they have consistently come last. Will the Arrernte people and Mrs Hayes descendants 
remain “last not first”, overlooked again?  

(If you want to know more about Mrs Hayes look up the Children’s Ground Facebook site 
where Jane Vadiveloo, her long-time friend, has written a eulogy for her.)  


